Where am I going and what do I need to do to get there?

Step 1

Step 2

Are you on track to
graduate?
Yes

No

Classes I need to graduate:

What will you do post
graduation?
I have an idea of what I want
to do after I graduate?
My Career/Field
Of Interest is:

_________________________

I’m unsure of what I’d like to
do after graduation.

Step 3
What should you do to
prepare for post-graduation?
Choose a post-graduation
path (check one):

College (pg 4-7)

Military (pg 8)

Workforce (pg 8)

Hint: Determine your
career Interests! (pg 2)

Reminder: If you ever have questions, make an appointment with your school counselor.
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Learning about your career interests and your abilities will help provide
you with direction for life after high school graduation!
Tip # 1: Learn about yourself!
 What are your interests? What subjects do you
enjoy? What do you love to do?
 What type of people do you enjoy working
with?
 What’s your ideal work environment?

Tip # 2: Start broad then hone in!



Resource I: www.careercruising.com

Once you identify a field of interest, you can look
at specific career options in that field.
Do the jobs you’re considering look like they will
have job openings or is it difficult to find jobs in
that field?

Resource 2: www.gafutures.org

 Use your access card to log in. See your
counselor if you don’t have your login info.

 Create an Account on GA Futures
Username: _____________________

 Click Assessments
Password:______________________
 Use Matchmaker to find careers that might
interest you.

 Use the Career Planning section to:
 “Learn about Yourself”
 “Explore Careers” --> use “Career Finder"
together with “Learn about Yourself”

 Click on the careers to learn about that specific
field and the education you need to get there. You
can save careers to your profile.

 Use the careers tab to explore careers, enter a
career you want to know more about &
complete the table below.
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Know Your Personal Stats!

Take Advantage of
www.gafutures.org

_______= My Weighted GPA

1) Keep track of your HOPE GPA

_______= My HOPE GPA

2) Apply to GA colleges

_______= My SAT Score

3) Complete FAFSA after October 1
senior year (this fulfills HOPE
application requirements)

_______= My ACT Score
Compare your personal stats against
the average &/or minimum GPA & test
scores of the schools you are interested
in. How do you compare?

Username:_____________________
Password:______________________
* *make sure username is appropriate
colleges may see it.

 Plan to apply to at least three colleges; one where you are likely to be accepted
(safety), one that is your target school, and one that would be a “reach” or
challenge.
Safety= your GPA, course difficulty, and test scores are above the average/minimum
Target= your GPA, course difficulty level, and test scores are within the average/minimum
Reach= your GPA, course difficulty level, and test scores are below the average but still meets
the minimum requirements
***Not all schools have a competitive admissions process. Some colleges set minimum admissions standards that
if met, grants your acceptance. You should call or email the college’s admissions office & ask about their
specific admissions criteria if you cannot find it online***
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Researching College Options
 Check the NCHS Counseling Website and the Notebook at the Counseling front desk to see
which colleges will be visiting the Future Shop. Sign up in the notebook for a pass.
 Attend college fairs in the Cobb County area like the PROBE fair and QUEST College fair
 Go on one of the NCHS college tours
 Log into www.careercruising.com to research colleges.
 Click on Education and choose a state to see a list of all colleges (you can filter by 4
yr/2yr/career technical). Click on the school’s name to learn more about it or go to
their website. You can save schools to your profile by clicking on name of the school
and clicking the blue save button.
 Click School Selector, answer all survey questions to come up with a list of schools that
match your answers (sometimes you have to look at close matches rather than exact
matches). You can save schools to your profile.
Choose 3-6 schools. Gather admissions information and schedule visits at the colleges.
College Name:
Website
Application Deadline
Average/Minimum GPA
Average/Minimum ACT
Average/Minimum SAT
College Name:
Website
Application Deadline
Average/Minimum GPA
Average/Minimum ACT
Average/Minimum SAT
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North Cobb Counseling Department College Application Procedures
 Plan to apply to at least three colleges; one where you are likely to be accepted, one that is your target school,
and one that would be a “reach” or challenge. Use the college’s website to apply. All Georgia colleges and
university applications can also be accessed through www.gafutures.org . Some colleges accept the Common
Application, at www.commonapp.org.
Applications can be submitted before you send your transcript or test scores.
 Check the requirements listed on the application. Take note of the deadline and have all information
submitted at least a week before.
 Request transcripts at the Counseling Office front desk. Your transcript can be sent directly from North
Cobb to the college admissions office (preferred method), or you may have it issued to you for mailing. Your
first transcript is free. Each transcript after the first is $2.00.
 Make sure you have taken the required entrance test (SAT/ACT/COMPASS or Accuplacer). Have your scores
sent to the college. We do not send SAT/ACT scores. They must be requested from College Board or
ACT directly.
 If required, plan your recommendations early (at least 2 weeks). Counselors must have your requests at
least 2 weeks in advance of the deadline. A Senior Biography must be on file with your counselor in
order for a recommendation to be completed (available in the Counseling Office and on the Counseling
Website).
 Prepare any required essay(s) based on the topic choices. Your essay should be conversational, specific and
relay the essence of your personality. It should not be boring, idealistic, or boastful. Always have someone
PROOFREAD; enlist the help of an English teacher to proofread, if needed.
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Financial Aid & Scholarships
 FAFSA: Complete and submit your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) online at
www.fafsa.ed.gov or www.gafutures.org as soon as possible after October 1 (in order to complete the
application parents/guardians & eligible students must have completed tax returns). If you complete the
FAFSA application you have completed the Hope Scholarship/Hope Grant application. When you fill out the
FAFSA you are applying for government grants (money you do not have to pay back), federal loans, and work
study programs. Each college you are accepted at will notify you of your estimated financial aid awards by
late spring.
 HOPE Scholarship: (students with a 3.0 Core GPA and above and meet course rigor requirements)
Notification of preliminary qualification will be given to you fall & spring semester. If you are qualified and
not completing FAFSA you should go ahead and apply for the HOPE Scholarship through
www.gafutures.org (GSFAPPS). Final qualification will be calculated after you complete high school and all
grades are posted to your transcript in late May or early June. North Cobb will send your transcript
electronically to the Georgia Student Finance Commission (GSFC), and they will determine if you are eligible
for the HOPE. If you qualify, your college of choice will get the verification from the GSFC and you will be
notified by them through a financial aid award package. For more details on HOPE Scholarship calculation,
requirements and procedures, see www.gafutures.org .
 HOPE Grant: Available to students going to any technical college in the state of Georgia. Unlike the HOPE
Scholarship, students are not required to graduate from high school with a specific grade point average.
However, students are required to maintain a minimum GPA while in college, find detailed information at
www.gafutures.org .
 HOPE or Core GPA: Includes all your grades from English, Science, Math, Social Studies, and Foreign
Language. Your HOPE GPA IS NOT listed anywhere on your transcript. Your HOPE GPA can be found by
creating a profile on www.gafutures.org .
 Scholarships: NCHS creates a monthly Scholarship Bulletin that is available for pick up in the counseling
office.
REMEMBER: It is your responsibility to meet all deadlines. The earlier you organize and plan, the easier the
college application process will be!
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Learn more about the military. Decide if you’re ready to join, and discuss your decision with your family.
Go to www.military.com/recruiting/home.
Choose the right path for you.
Meet with a recruiter.
Take the ASVAB. Go to www.military.com/ASVAB. Sign up for the ASVAB in the NCHS Counseling
Office. The ASVAB is offered every year in October or November at NCHS.
 If enlisting a recruiter will go with you to visit MEPS (Military Entrance Processing Station) where you will
take the ASVAB if you have not already done so, complete a physical, select a MOS (military Occupational
Specialty), and join the military branch of your choice.

 Decide what type of work you would like to pursue.
 Visit www.gafutures.org, click the “Career Exploration” tab. Also
visit www.careercruising.com and choose “Employment”
or visit www.fastweb.com and choose “Career Planning”
to get to the “Job Search” section.
 Create a resume Career Cruising.
 Find references to include on your resume, ask permission first!
 Look for job openings and internships on GA Futures and on www.internships.com, attend career fairs,
and search want ads and websites like www.monster.com and www.ajcjobs.com.
 Complete and submit applications.
 Prepare for interviews by researching the employer so you can ask 3 questions during the interview.
 Before interviewing know what to wear, know the company, arrive early, and bring a few copies of your
resume in a folder.
 During the interview make sure you ask the names(s) and contact information of the person(s)
interviewing you so you can send a thank you note or email after the interview to let them know you are
interested in the position and you enjoyed meeting with them. This will help you stand out.
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